21-YEAR OLD MASONTOWN RESIDENT’S DECISION SAVED LIVES

Murder Victim Designated “Organ Donor” on Her License
MASONTOWN, PA – Nov. 15, 2004 –Vanessa Byrd had no idea that her daughter Joslyn Mickens had checked the “Organ Donor” designation on her Pennsylvania driver’s license. She only found out after her daughter’s life had been tragically cut short by murder at the age of 21. Born January 26, 1980, Mickens was shot in the face on February 4, 2001 by an ex-boyfriend, an attack that left her brain dead.

“They told me at the hospital that she was a donor,” said Byrd, a resident of Fayette County. “I was in shock; my baby was just taken away from me. She used to say to me, ‘Mom, I know he’s going to kill me,’ but I never believed it would really happen.”

The fact that Mickens had already made the decision to donate her organs and tissues eased the burden on her family. With many still not designating “Organ Donor” on their driver’s license, families are often left with the decision at the time of death.

Mickens’ heart, corneas, kidneys and liver were donated to waiting recipients.  “We’ve gotten a few letters from people thanking us, letting us know how grateful they are. A man who got one of her kidneys sent me a little angel. That made me feel so good.  Joslyn was a beautiful girl, and now she’s up in heaven. I feel that she lives on, that there’s a part of her everywhere because she was able to donate her organs. That’s a blessing.”

Vanessa Byrd wanted to share her daughter’s story as part of a new statewide awareness campaign about organ and tissue donation that kicked off on November 8. With more than 6,300 Pennsylvanians awaiting life-saving organ transplants, and thousands more hoping for life-enhancing tissue transplants, the campaign’s goal is to raise awareness, increase the percentage of registered organ and tissue donors throughout the state, and increase calls and referrals to 1-877-DONOR-PA. 

The campaign is supported by the Governor Robert P. Casey Memorial Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Trust Fund, the two organ procurement organizations serving Pennsylvania (the Center for Organ Recovery and Education and the Gift of Life Donor Program), and the Pennsylvania Department of Health. 

For more information about organ and tissue donation and to learn how you can help, call 1-877-DONOR-PA or log on to www.donatelife-pa.org. 

###
Rel #2 – Joslyn Mickens.Rev.100104


